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drunken conversation and listening to Mikhail's idiotic
sermons ? To hell with it all! He rose.
" We won't go on with this useless talk. I've had enough !
One thing I want to say to you as my final word . I shan't
do anything against the regime so long as it doesn't seize
me by the throat. But if it does, I shall defend myself !
In any case I'm not going to yield up my head over the
rising, as Platon Ryabchikov has."
" What do you mean ? "
" What I say. Let -them take account of my service in
the Red Army and the wounds I got as the result. I'm
prepared to go to prison for the rising, but if it's a case of
being shot for it, then ,excuse me ! That'll be asking too
much ! "
Mikhail laughed contemptuously:
" You've got a fine idea into your head ! The Revolu-
tionary Tribunal or the Cheka won't ask you what you want
and what you don't want, and they won't strike any bargain
with you. Once you've been found guilty you receive your
ration with make weight! The old debts have got to be
paid off in full."
" Well, then we'll see."
" We'll see, sure enough ! "
Gregor took off his belt and shirt, then, grunting with the
effort, began to pull off his boots.
ft Shall we share the farm ? " he asked, unnecessarily
examining the sole of his boot, which was coming away from
the upper,
" The share-out won't take long ! Til put my hut in
order and go there to live/'
" Yes, we'd better separate in any case. You and I will
never get on together."
" You're right! " Mikhail confirmed.
" I didn't think you'd have such an opinion of me. . . .
Ah, well . . ."
"I've spoken straight out. I've said what I thought.
When are you going to Vieshenska ? "
" Some time or other during the next day or two."
" Not ' some time or other' ; you've got to go
to-morrow."
" I've come almost twenty-five miles on foot, and I'm